
Level UP
Transition Summit

November 6, 2024; 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM
      MSSU- Billingsley Student Center

 

The Summit is a one-day learning experience designed for
students and young adults aged 14-26 with unique abilities to

learn of resources and TOOLS to live their BEST LIFE!  

This event is hosted by the Joplin Regional Transition Network:

LEARNING & LINKING
Self determination,

leadership, bully
prevention, and linkages

to area resources 

LUNCH
 provided by:

Little Caesars Pizza
KEYNOTE SPEAKER:  

Vinny Santore

Click HERE or SCAN QR code
 for summit information

Vinny Santore is an avid gamer and basketball player. He graduated from
Shepherd University with a BA in Business Administration and a concentration in

Marketing. His work at AbleGamers includes a little bit of everything as he
supports all pillars, jumping in wherever needed. He helped create the Digital

Outreach Team, acts as the organization’s Technical Writer, assists with Shipping
& Receiving, helped create and maintains the onboarding process, and has even

helped with Playtesting. Vinny hopes to continue learning and improving his
skillset in order to further push accessibility and the Video Game Industry. 

#SOEVERYONECANGAME 

 https://ablegamers.org/ablegamers-team/  

https://qrco.de/bcsKjF
https://qrco.de/bcsKjF
https://qrco.de/bcsKjF
https://ablegamers.org/impact/
https://ablegamers.org/impact/
https://ablegamers.org/impact/
https://ablegamers.org/impact/


Level Up Transition Summit 
 November 6, 2024, 9:00am-2:00pm 

MSSU 3950 E. Newman Rd., Joplin 
Billingsly Student Center 3rd Floor 

8:30-9:00 am REGISTRATION 

Billingsly Student Center 3rd Floor 

Connor Ballroom 335 

9:00-9:20 am WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Connor Ballroom 335 

9:20-9:30 am Travel Time 

9:30-10:00 am BREAK OUT SESSION 

Room 309 Visit Exhibitors  

Room 335 MY VOICE - Meet the Youth Leaders 

Room 341 Be Determined -MPACT  

Room 343 Services and Interview Skills-VR 

10:00-10:10 am Travel Time 

10:10-10:50 am 

Connor Ballroom 335 

 KEYNOTE 

 Vinny Santore 
    “AbleGamers and the Journey of Working in Games” 

10:50-11:00 am Travel Time 

11:00-11:30 am BREAK OUT SESSION 

Room 309 

Room 335 

Visit Exhibitors  

I'm On Campus, Now What?  How do I Get Involved - MSSU Students 

Room 341 Bully Prevention What YOU Can Do - MPACT 

Room 343 Level Up Your Career: Mastering Job Interviews Like a Pro -Pre-Ets  

11:30-11:40 am Travel Time 

11:40-12:25 pm 

Connor Ballroom 335 

   LUNCH BREAK 

 Lunch will be provided by Little Ceasers Pizza, Joplin RTN 

  Snacks donated by MSSU and MPACT 

12:25-1:00 pm  BREAKOUT SESSION 

Room 309 Visit Exhibitors  

Room 341 Student LED IEP-MPACT  

Room 343 Cyber Safety- Jasper Co PD 

1:00-1:10 pm Travel Time 

1:10-1:50 pm   BREAKOUT SESSION 

Room 309 Visit Exhibitors  

Room 335 Department of Mental Health 

Room 341 Charting the Life Course- CCMJ 

1:50-2:00 pm  

Connor Ball Rm 335 

Transition Trivia and Closing Statements 

Don’t forget to complete the Summit Evaluations.  

SCAN ME!! 



Session Titles and Presenter Bio’s 
9:30-10:00 AM 

 
Room 309- Exhibitors with resources for adult life 
 
Room 335 – MY VOICE – MPACT and MY VOICE Members 
This youth-led presentation is about what it is like to self-advocate. Those attending will learn about the MY 
VOICE group and how one can join them.  
 
Room 341- Be Determined – MPACT 
Learn the process of overseeing one’s life. Leadership skills taught include advocating for yourself, 
participating in and leading your own IEP, and making choices and decisions about career, education, and 
living. 
 
Room 343 - Services and Interview Skills – Ash Shani, Vocational Rehabilitation (VR) 
An overview of VR services and how those services can help you with finding employment. Presentation on 
Vocational Rehabilitation Services and how they can help you with work-related goals both during and after 
high school. Also, information on basic interview preparation.  
 

 
10:10-10:50 am 

335 Connor Ball Room 

 Vinny Santore 
“AbleGamers and the Journey of Working in Games”  

 
Vinny Santore is an avid gamer and basketball player. He graduated from Shepherd University with a BA in 
Business Administration and a concentration in Marketing. His work at AbleGamers includes a little bit of 
everything as he supports all pillars, jumping in wherever needed. He helped create the Digital Outreach 
Team, acts as the organization’s Technical Writer, assists with Shipping & Receiving, helped create and 
maintains the onboarding process, and has even helped with Playtesting. Vinny hopes to continue learning and 
improving his skillset in order to further push accessibility and the Video Game Industry. 

 
https://ablegamers.org/ablegamers-team/ 

 
11:00-11:30 am 

 
Room 309 - Exhibitors with resources for adult life 
 
Room 335 - I'm On Campus. Now What?  How do I Get Involved? – Julia Couch, Briley Davis, Sophia 
Hensley, Kellen Hoerning, MSSU Students 
So, you decided to attend college. All of a sudden, there are lots of new people, and you don't know where to 
start with making friends or how to get involved in campus activities. Hear how current college students 
solved both problems. 
 
Room 341- Bullying Prevention What You Can Do– MPACT 
In this presentation, we’ll cover what bullying is, the types, how to get help, and ways you can support others 
facing bullying. 
 
Room 343 – Level Up Your Career: Mastering Job Interviews Like a Pro -Pre ets  
We will focus on getting ready for the interview as well as etiquette and attitude during the interview.  

 
 

                             
 

https://ablegamers.org/ablegamers-team/


 
12:25-1:00 pm 

Room 309 - Exhibitors with resources for adult life 
 
Room 341- Student-LED IEP – MPACT and MY VOICE Members 
Engaging students to participate in their IEP meetings has been shown to develop students’ skills in self-
advocacy and self-determination. This training will provide students with a better understanding of what an IEP 
is and why it is important as well as how to participate in and present information at their own IEP meetings. 
 
Room 343: Cyber Safety – Justin Pryor, Jasper Co Probation and Parol  

 
1:10-1:50 pm 

 
Room 309 - Exhibitors with resources for adult life 
 
Room 335 - How can DMH/DD Help with Transition -Debbie Peabody  

 
Room 341 - Charting the Life Course -Connections Abilities Resources 
 

 
 
 

    Joplin Regional Transition Network     
 
 

                 
 
 

                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Missouri Southern State University 
November 6, 2024 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Parking Pass  
Lot 39  

The Regional Transition Fair  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


